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Despite its difficult climatic context, Burkina Faso has 
been able to show, through the promotion of innovative 
and adapted solutions, that the fight against climate 
change is above all a question of determination and 
commitment of actors from all social strata. 


Coordinated by

In 2010, Burkina Faso was adopted as a pilot country in the Forest Investment Program (FIP) thanks 
to its high potential to significantly reduce emissions from deforestation; to conserve or enhance 
carbon stocks; and to incorporate climate finance into policy frameworks and development activities. 
Using FIP funds of up to $30 million, the country aspired to shift communities away from traditional 
forest exploitation — such as wood cutting for charcoal and towards small-scale and demonstrably 
successful climate-smart agricultural methods which involved making pits with compost to create 
pockets of fertility, stone bunds to slow rainwater runoff and erosion, and gardens of baobab trees 
whose leaves enrich diets. With the country having lost 47.5% of its forest cover between 1992 and 
2014, Burkina Faso’s REDD+ process is expected to in the long-term contribute to better 
management of national forests and support all efforts to face climate change in the forestry sector.
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Burkina Faso is partly nestled in the Sahel belt — the 
buffer zone between the northern Sahara and southern 
tropical savannas. To combat the desertification and 
droughts that characterize this region, the country 
joined the Great Green Wall Initiative for the Sahara 
and the Sahel (GGWISS): a collective effort to restore 
100 million hectares of land across the Sahel through 
sustainable land management practices. To date, 
Burkina Faso has produced 16.6 million plants and 
seedlings, 20,000 hectares of reforested lands, and over 
45,000 jobs on behalf of the GGWISS.


On the UN’s list of Least Developed Countries (LDCs), a large 
part of Burkina Faso’s population is recognized as vulnerable 
among the international community, particularly given its limited 
soil nutrients, low water-holding capacity, and Sahelian climate. In 
response, the country’s local communities have actively pursued 
forest and landscape restoration endeavors. Many private 
plantations are well-versed in Non-Timber Forest Products 
cultivation (NTFP) and collectively produced an estimated 
9,525,000 seedlings annually --- the majority of which were sold to 
the general population or the state --- from 2002-2016.

16.6M
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Burkina Faso

Combating desertification through forestry
In this semi-arid country of Sahelian West Africa, savanna forests host irreplaceable wildlife and 
offer significant carbon sequestration potential. Within the context of effective forest and land 
governance, there is potential to reduce national emissions by up to 19M tCO₂e per year if 
deforestation drivers such as poor farming practices, overexploitation of non-timber forest 
products, and a lack of financial resources are substantively mitigated.
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Tree Planting 


With support from the World Bank 
and African Development Bank, 

farmers in this region have embarked 
on a large-scale effort of afforestation 

to infuse new life into their land

The LEAF Coalition uses the independent ART/
TREES standard, which specifies requirements for 
the quantification, monitoring, reporting and 
verification of GHG emission reductions and 
removals from REDD+ activities at a large 
jurisdictional scale. In line with the Cancun 
Safeguards, ART/TREES upholds the right of 
Indigenous stakeholders to participate in the design 
and implementation of REDD+ actions. 



Dedicating an average of $306 per beneficiary (total: 
$55.08 million) for its “Forest, Agroforest, and Garden 
Production” category, the CSAIP aspires to enable over 
180,000 farmers and their families to better leverage 
agroforestry practices through trainings in shea pruning, 
assisted natural regeneration, and grafting techniques. 
Alongside the expected 40% income increase for farm 
families, this plan also aims to enable land tenure for 
women in particular, who are the primary owners of 
garden, agroforestry, and NFTP processes.

Poverty alleviation


Here REDD+ could catalyze poverty 
reduction in some of the most 

vulnerable communities , particularly 
for girls and women on the frontlines of 
desertification and forest degradation



REDD+ Pilots 


Burkina Faso's Sahelian climate 
enables an innovative REDD+ 

approach focused on dry forests 
and can be a model for other 

countries with similar ecosystems


summary

a wealth of biodiversity

This area covers a variety of habitats ranging from savannah 
and riparian forests to sandstone hills. Its seasonal rivers 
and floodplains host the largest national concentration of 
wildlife, featuring over 4,800 elephants, 3,200 buffaloes, 100 
lions, and many green monkeys and roan antelopes.
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Irrigated by three tributaries and two river systems, Burkina 
Faso is nevertheless prone to droughts and water 
shortages.In response to the climactic threats to its wildlife, 
the country in 2021 established the Multi-Stakeholder 
Working Group for the Integration of Biodiversity into 
Economic Development (GTMIBE), adopting a three-year 
action plan to halt the decline of biological diversity in the 
agricultural (cotton and livestock) and mining (gold) 
sectors. This strategy aims to train political decision-makers 
and community leaders on good practices for 
mainstreaming biodiversity conservation and develop 
monitoring and evaluation tools for commitments.





SPOTLIGHT: Arly national park

Since 2014, four REDD+ pilot projects have been 
implemented in Burkina Faso, leading to:




In 2021, Burkina Faso mobilized $125 million from the 
World Bank to scale up its REDD+ activities. Those 
funds are projected to launch a six year project 
(beginning January 2023) targeting the reduction of 14 
MtCO₂e. This makes Burkina Faso among the first 
Sahelian country in Africa to test REDD+ at scale.


the sustainable management of 12 
protected forests totaling 284,000 hectares

the reforestation of 3,027 hectares in government 
forests and 15,522 hectares in other forests

the creation of 109 conservation areas of 
approximately 48,463 hectares

Approximately 3.5 million Burkinabè people are 
periodically food-insecure. Trees and non-timber forest 
products are therefore a crucial part of the diet and 
nutritional balance of more than 43.4% households and 
are especially imperative for vulnerable farmers as 
food safety nets between harvests. Providing greater 
support to the latter, a collaborative initiative between 
the World Bank and the Government of Burkina Faso 
— the national Climate Smart Agriculture Investment 
Plan (CSAIP) — is currently under development.


