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Striving to protect forest wildlife
Nigeria is one of ten African countries nestled in the Sahel belt — one of the world’s most vulnerable
areas to climate change. Exacerbated by the desertification characteristic to this region, deforestation
and forest degradation present some of the most gripping problems in Nigeria. Commercial and
subsistence agriculture and unsustainable forestry activities account for major drivers, and together
with fuel wood collection account for 87% of Nigeria’s total carbon emissions.
In 2007, former President of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo rallied the African Union to launch the Great
Green Wall (GGW) Initiative: a collective effort to restore 100 million hectares of Sahelian land through
sustainable practices such as farmer-managed natural regeneration (FMNR) and mass tree-planting.
Supporting community-driven cultivation of drought-resistant tree seedlings and climate-resilient
infrastructure for its farmers, Nigeria has reclaimed over 5 million hectares of its territory and created
20,000 green jobs through the GGW. Holding the presidency of the GGW initiative from 2021 to 2023,
Nigeria is leading efforts to mobilize the US$14.3 billion recently pledged to it. 


Beyond these land restoration endeavors, Nigeria is also highly
focused on preserving its rich biodiversity. The country recently
developed its first National Strategy to Combat Wildlife and
Forest Crime (NSCWF, 2022-2026) to more holistically curb
poaching and illegal trading in its remaining forests. Strengthened
training and research capacity building are cornerstones of this
strategy, aiming to upskill prosecutors and the judiciary on
national laws related to wildlife crime; feed national research on
key flora and fauna into wildlife crime strategies/law enforcement
operations; and use community mapping to analyze key actors
along the wildlife crime supply chain. With these and other
comprehensive climate policies — alongside robust international
support — Nigeria can reverse its historically high deforestation
rate (400,000ha annually) and fulfill its plans to increase forest cover
to a quarter of its landmass by 2030.
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he sustenance of the nation’s biodiversity is a core
priority of the Federal Government. [The Ministry] will
support every effort at conservation and wildlife
protection as we look forward to COP27, making sure that
Africa presents a strong voice as we continue to work with
other Ministers of Environment from Africa.
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key ACCOMPLISHMENTS
A financing mechanism to facilitate the nation in
meeting its NDC target, the federal government’s
sovereign green bond project has funded the
reforestation of over 6 million hectares since its
inception in 2017. Nigeria has issued two green
bonds to date (in 2017 and 2019), amounting to over
$68 million, with strong sub-national and private
sector participation.
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GOALS BY 2030

local communitY INVOLVEMENT

Although Nigeria is the largest economy in Africa, multiple
studies have confirmed the acute dependence of over 90%
of the rural population on forests for their livelihoods. With
70% of rural Nigerian households meeting domestic and
commercial energy needs through fuelwood consumption
alone (most often for cooking), the government in 2021
established a committee to develop a national policy
ensuring far greater access to cleaner cooking technologies
and fuels such as liquefied petroleum gas. 


This and further efforts to reduce energy poverty recently
culminated in the national Energy Transition Plan (ETP) in
2022, which aims to create over 800,000 job opportunities
--- many in off-grid solar deployment or across the supply
chain for clean cooking solutions. Given that a steady
supply of electricity can provide a crucial alternative
energy source to fuelwood, the ETP also plans to
significantly spread rural electrification to over 500,000
households annually.


a wealth of biodiversity

A global biodiversity hotspot, Nigeria is endowed with a
variety of ecological habitats ranging from coastal swamps,
mangroves to montane and lowland forests in the south, to
savannas and deserts in the north.
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SPOTLIGHT: Omo biosphere reserve

One of the first biosphere reserves in Africa, Omo is home
to the richest variety of butterflies on the continent as well

OMO biosphere reserve

as 100 of the country’s forest elephants. Given that it
contains the largest remaining tract of primary forest in the
country — as well as vital water for city dwellers nearby —
green economy enterprises (i.e., snail, fish and grasscutter
rearing), are underway to curb the encroachment of
poachers into this ecologically vital territory.
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In addition to the more recent NSCWF, Nigeria’s National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP, 2016-2020) also
prioritized the adaptation of a national ecosystem-based
spatial planning process, conducting trainings on data
management and spatial analysis. This and other ongoing
mechanisms could better preserve Nigeria’s endangered
wildlife such as its yellow-casqued hornbills, elephants,
chimpanzees, red-capped mangabeys and grey parrots.

EXPERIENCED IN REDD+

SAFEGUARDED BY LEAF

In 2012, Nigeria received a $3.8 million grant from
UNREDD after demonstrating REDD+ readiness in
Cross River State (which contains 50% of Nigeria’s
remaining tropical forests). Additional funding of
$8.74 million from the World Bank’s Forest Carbon
Partner Facility (FCPF) readiness fund continued to
scale up readiness activities to six additional states.
As preliminary sites to implement the REDD+
program, these selected 7 states account for over
70% of Nigeria’s remaining forests. The REDD+
architecture aims to contribute at least 25% to
achieving the country’s NDC targets by 2030.

The LEAF Coalition uses the independent ART/TREES
standard, which specifies requirements for the
quantification, monitoring, reporting and verification of
GHG emission reductions and removals from REDD+
activities at a large jurisdictional scale. In line with the
Cancun Safeguards, ART/TREES upholds the right of
Indigenous stakeholders to participate in the design and
implementation of REDD+ actions.
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After initiating this initiative among
fellow Sahelian countries, Nigeria will
for two years lead this effort to address
desertification and land degradation.



Strengthening training and
research capacity building are
essential to Nigeria’s efforts to halt
biodiversity loss 


The government has developed
the first regional Energy Transition
Plan in order to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2060.
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